


Hello my name is Jack Wray.

LΩƳ President of Toano Historical Societyand I grew up in Toano in the 1950s and 60s. 
My family has been in this area since the 1790s. 

Thank you CPT members for allowing me to participate in the 2045 Listening Forum. I 
am here today to promote my hometown of Toano Virginia.

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ  



First bullet point:  The village of Toano was formerly known as Burnt Ordinary after Foxôs 

Tavern was burned to the ground during the American Revolution.  Lafayette marched 
through here in 1781 on his way to Yorktown. We do have a little colonial history. 

Second bullet point:  But the most interesting part of our history  was when the C& O 

railroad laid tracks through the center of town  and the village was renamed Toano which is a 

Paiute Indian word meaning high ground.  

Third Bullet point:  The rail line brought rapid growth. From the 1880ôs until the 1920s, 
Toano became an economic powerhouse. With the advent of truck farming Toano became the 
largest shipping point between Richmond and Newport News. It was once bigger than pre-
Rockefeller WmBurg. 

Fourth Bullet point: .ȅ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ слΩǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎōǳǊƎ ƘŀŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ hospital, and more 
modern grocery and clothing stores. Traffic increased through town as more locals started going to 
Williamsburg for their basic needs.   

Fifth Bullet point: A decision was made to widen  Richmond Road  in 1966 from two to four lanes 
through Toano. Many of our historic buildings were demolished. Sadly, we lost much of our historic 
character and became another small town in decline. 
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This was our Main street looking east towards Williamsburg. There were no automobiles 
in Toano ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ  ƪƴƻǿƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǊŀ ŀǎ ŀ ōǳǎǘƭƛƴƎ ά±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
{ǘƻǊŜǎέΦ    



This is the same view over 100 years later.  Amazingly these buildings are still standing. 
The Masonic lodge, the old bank building and the Martin & Farinholtstore. My 
grandfather ran this store for 50 years and lived just across the street. 



This was his house on the cover of this book.  My Uncle Tom Martin, my mother and 
three other siblings were born in the house. Later in life Tom wrote his memoirs about 
growing up in Toano. 



The book included a map he drew  from memory of our Main Street, as it existed in the 
1930s.   This was our once walkable village that both he and I knew like the back of our 
hands. 



When I was 15 years old in 1966 I personally witnessed the demolition of 14 historic 
buildings when Route 60 was expanded from two lanes to four lanes. I can tell you there 
was a lot of gloom in town when this happened.



The photo on the left shows the day these men met ƛƴ ¢ƻŀƴƻ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜΩǎ 
Drugstore, watching the demo equipment arrive.  I was there. 

The top right photo is a view of Rt60 looking east as the demolition was nearly 
completed.  Our walking village on this side of the road was completely wiped away.

The bottom right photo is the same view 53 years later.  These undesirable buildings 
cropped ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ слΩǎ ŀƴŘ тлΩǎΦ  



¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ DŀǊŀƎŜΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфмпΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƘŀƴƎƻǳǘ ƻŦ the locals. This picture shows 
the bulldozers pushing it up in a pile.  We all watched it burn for a week. 



Toano High School was built in 1908 over 500 students graduated there before it was 
torn down to make way for the new fire station.  This was perhaps our saddest loss. 



Also lost were two beautiful landmark hotels the Green Shingle and Wayside Inns. They 
were the book ends that marked the Village Center. To this day Toano has never 
recovered from this road project. 



¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƭƛǎǘ  ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  LΩƭƭ 
briefly talk about these throughout the rest of this presentation.  



My brother Jeff and I purchased our grandparents home in 2003. The house was built in 
1920 and is a Toano landmark. 
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